
 

 

Lancaster Road United Reformed Church 

Enfield 

CONTACT 
Member of the North West Enfield group of Churches 

Member of North Enfield United Reformed Church Pastorate 

Www.lancaster-road-urc.org.uk 

November 2022 

Photo by Adam Jones on Unsplash  

https://unsplash.com/@adamjone5?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/poppy-fields?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Lancaster Road United Reformed Church, Enfield, EN2 0BS                                                               November ‘Contact’ Magazine 

2 

Minister:  

VACANT 
Email: minister@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk Phone 020 3643 0817 

Church Secretary: 

 Email: secretary@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk 
Church Treasurer; 

Email: treasurer@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk 
Church Elders 

Email: elders@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk 
Letting's Officer:  

 

 Email: Hall-Bookings@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk Phone 020 3638 0698 
Contact Magazine Editors: 

            Email: editor@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk  Photographs to: pictures@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk 
Web site 

www.lancaster-road-urc.org.uk 
Facebook 

 www.facebook.com/pg/LRURC/ 

Organisations meeting in the Church Hall, Armfield Road: 

 Y.P.C.F. (Sunday School) 11.00 Sunday ypcf@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk  

Lancaster Road Ladies 13.30 - 15.00 Thursday Lancaster-ladies@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk  

5th Brownie Pack 18.15 - 19.45 Thursday 5enfieldbrownies@googlemail.com  

5th Enfield Guides   19.00 - 21.00 Friday  guides5thenfield@hotmail.co.uk  

11th Enfield Guides 19:00 - 20:30 Thursday 11thenfieldguides@gmail.com  

5th Enfield Senior Guides 19.00 - 21.00 Friday guides5thenfield@hotmail.co.uk  

B.B. Anchor Boys 18.15 - 19.30 Monday 1stenfieldbb@gmail.com  

B.B. Junior Section 18.30 - 20.15 Monday 1stenfieldbb@gmail.com  

B.B. Company Section 20.00 - 21.30 Monday 1stenfieldbb@gmail.com  

Bible Study Group (C.L.) 09:45 -11:30     Alternate Wednesdays Bible-Wednesday@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk  

Bible Study Group (C.L) 20:30   2nd & 4th  Tuesdays Bible-Tuesday@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk  

Coffee Morning (C.L.)  10.00 - 12.00 Friday coffee@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk  

    C.L. = Takes place in the 

Church Lounge 

     

EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER  
 

Whilst every care has been taken in the 
compilation of this magazine, we cannot guarantee 
that inaccuracies will not occur.  The Editor is 
responsible for content selection and reserves the 
right to amend articles and withhold items as 
deemed necessary.  Articles submitted after the 
deadline date may not be included in that edition 
of the magazine and the Editors’ decision is final.  
Should you have any concerns regarding the 
content in the magazine or wish to submit an 
article for inclusion, please contact us by e-mail 
on editor@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk 

Our Church Mission Statement. 
 

“As a Church our desire is to worship God 
and grow as disciples of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. To show and nurture love, joy, 
peace and justice in our fellowship, 

community and to all people through the 
power of the Holy Spirit.”  
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PASTORAL LETTER  

 

These words from Laurence Binyon’s poem ‘For the fallen’, will be familiar to many of us. They 

are used as an exhortation in the Royal British Legion’s ceremonies of remembrance and in 

many church remembrance services.  Remembrance Sunday is always the second Sunday in 

November, so this year will be on 13
th
 November.  I know that each of the Churches in the 

Pastorate will be holding a special service on this day.  

At the service at Christ Church a particular poignant moment is when the names of all the people 

from the Church who died in the First and Second World Wars are read out -  72 for the First 

World War, (of which 44 were members of 3
rd

 Enfield Boys Brigade) and  19 for the Second 

World War. Although, I did not know any of the people involved, I always feel a tremendous 

sadness when I hear their names and think of the effect that their loss must have had on their 

families and the BB and Church fellowship. 

It is now 104 years since the end of the First World War and 77 since the end of the Second, so 

the number of people who actually experienced these events is getting fewer.   But it is an 

extremely sad fact that the wars and conflicts have continued - Palestine, Korea, Cyprus, 

Northern Ireland, the Falklands, Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghanistan and Iraq to name just a few in 

which British forces have been involved.  

Remembrance Day provides us with an opportunity to show our respect and appreciation for all  

those who have sacrificed their lives in war and to seek to learn the lessons from past and 

present conflicts, so that we can strive to do better in the future. We may feel that as individuals 

we have little influence over conflicts between countries, yet we are told in Isaiah that -  

They will hammer their swords into ploughs 

and their spears into pruning knives. 

Nations will never again go to war, 

never prepare for battle again. 

Isaiah 2:4  

We know that the Prince of Peace mentioned in Isaiah is Jesus and that his life, death and 

resurrection is God’s way of turning Isaiah’s vision into reality – but we are not there yet, so we 

still experience violence, conflict and death.  Nevertheless, what we can do as individuals is to 

work for peace in our families, friendships and communities.  We can try to manage our own 

disagreements and conflicts better. We can strive for greater understanding and friendship 

between different groups in our communities and to celebrate our differences.  

As Jill Jackson-Miller and Sy Miller wrote in their song 

Let there be peace on earth 

And let it begin with me  

Rosemary Milns 

Christ Church URC 
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 11:15   6:30  

6th Holy Communion Mr. Terry Silvey    

13th Armistice All Age Service 1st Enfield Boys Brigade    

20th Joint Service at Christ Church   Mrs Laura Marlow With members of Clay Hill Parish 

27th  Mrs. Laura Marlow    

      

      

Services for November 2022 

Duty Elders November 2022 
 11:15 am Notes 6:30 pm Notes 

5th Jim and Emily Holy Communion   

13th Chris and Clare All Age service   

20th   Jim  

27th Graham and Jon    

     

Please note that messages, notices etc. to be read out at the start of services must be with the duty elder at least 15 min 

before commencement of the service, or via email asap. 

Thank you. 

6th VACANT 

13th    Remembrance Sunday 

27th Marilyn Carlisle in memory of her parents 

 

December 4th Mary and Terry Dawson  for their  

   Wedding Anniversary. 

November Coffee Rota 

4th Terry 

11th Jim 

18th Marian and Brenda 

25th Graham and Marilyn 
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The last few weeks have brought back as a sharp reminder the terrible suffering which 
continues across Ukraine, as cruise missiles rained down across the country. There are 
still over 6 million displaced people in Ukraine, many unable to afford heating, or living 
in property unfit for winter dwelling. The needs of so many people still so great, we are 
eager to do all we can to help Christians continue to pray diligently and in an informed 
way about the situation.  

As we look on in horror at the events unfolding in Ukraine and weep with its 
citizens, hundreds of thousands of refugees are fleeing to neighbouring 
countries. Many pastors have chosen to stay at their posts despite the danger, 
to care for the traumatised and terrified people who remain. The situation is deteriorating rapidly so there is an urgent need 
for God’s people here and across the world to intercede.  

Please pray: 
• For Ukraine to remain as a sovereign nation with freedom for the gospel. 

• For the Ukrainian military and government, and civilians to have courage and stand firm. 

• For the various world leaders involved in diplomacy over Ukraine to act with wisdom and integrity. 

• For civilians who have been displaced and for families who have been separated to find shelter and safety. 

• For churches and Christians to be a faithful witness to the gospel, in word and deed. 

• For many Ukrainians and Russians to hear the gospel and trust in Christ. 

• For God’s supernatural protection over his people and for the Lord to be glorified in crushing the pride and plans of evil 
men. 

For God to protect and prosper the work of EMF’s missionaries, Volodia & Oksana Kostyshyn and Vitalii & Liudmyla Mariash 

Please pray for Volodymyr & Oksana Kostyshyn (Ternopil) 

Volodymyr (Volodia) is married to Oksana, and the couple has two 
sons: Zechariah, who has severe health problems, and Oleksii. 
Volodia pastors the Grace Church (Baptist) in Ternopil, Western 
Ukraine, and also teaches in the Ternopil Biblical Seminary. The 
couple has an important ministry with disabled children in the area. 
We have just heard that refugees are now arriving at their church 
(and others in the town) for shelter, and Volodia and the rest of the 
congregation are trying to provide what they can for them. This 
burden falls mainly on Volodia, who already has to share the 24/7 
care of his son Zechariah (who had a nasty seizure the very day the 
invasion began).  

PRAY: 

• For a Ukrainian Orthodox neighbour of the Kostyshyns, who asked Volodia to pray with him before he left to go to the 
war zone. 

• That this family may be kept strong in the face of added pressures in their already stressful existence. 

• For the church there to find the resources needed to be able to help those who are desperately seeking urgent 

Volodia &Oksana Kostyshyn, and Zechariah and Oleksii  

EMF is the charity that our previous collections for Ukraine have been sent to.  It is also the charity that the communion 

offertory for the present six months will be sent to.  There headquarters are in Leicester and do work across the world.  

Their web address is:  www.europeanmission.org where you can read about all their good work and their needs and also 

to donate should you so wish 

https://www.europeanmission.org/missionary/juan-and-marianne-bascunana-copy-5
https://www.europeanmission.org/missionary/vitaliy-and-lyudmila-maryash
https://www.europeanmission.org/missionary/juan-and-marianne-bascunana-copy-5
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Sandringham in September 

When we booked a week’s holiday in a self-catering cottage in Norfolk, little did we imagine that the 

Royal Estate of Sandringham would be so much in the ‘public eye’. 

The sad news of the death of our much-loved and popular Queen Elizabeth II was announced on 8 

September and our holiday was due to begin on 9 September!  I was torn between watching TV coverage 

and trying to pack holiday essentials, including cycling gear and bikes.  Norfolk is a favourite cycling area 

of ours with quiet country and coastal lanes, and not too many steep hills or high hedgerows. 

One of our favourite routes is through Wolferton with its beautifully preserved, although no longer used, 

railway station, and then on to the Royal Estate of Sandringham.  This visit, we found the area surrounded 

by police cars with flashing lights, and roads cordoned off to traffic!  Sandringham had become a national 

focal point for mourners, alongside Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle and Balmoral.  Traditionally the 

Queen spent her Christmases there, and back in 1952 she broadcast her first Christmas message live on the 

radio, and in 1957 her first televised Christmas message, from her Sandringham study.  In recent years she 

usually spend time from early December to around 6 February, her accession day, there. 

We were able to cycle through the estate to the gates and join other visitors viewing, and adding to the 

enormous array of tributes laid for the Queen.  These consisted of not just beautiful flowers but also 

balloons, Paddington Bear inspired tributes, a knitted sentry with a knitted Queen and a carefully made 

crown to name but a few!  We spoke to several other visitors, many of whom were local people with 

personal affectionate memories of the Queen in person.  I would have liked to visit the church, but this did 

not allow public access. 

After a while we continued on our way through the estate, past the Sandringham Stud with its magnificent 

statue of a horse at the front.  This lane took us to Anmer (where William and Kate have a residence).  The 

Church of St Mary the Virgin lies at the end of a quiet lane overlooking open countryside, and a bench in 

the sun offers an excellent picnic lunch spot!  The church is in the grounds of Anmer Hall and since 1896 

has been part of the Sandringham Estate.  Upon entering, it is impossible not to notice the screen to your 

right.  It is difficult to explain, but it comprises brightly coloured ‘poles’ with bold floral designs linking 

them together about 2/3 of the way down.  The top of the screen is also very elaborate with a gold cross in 

the middle.  It all just has to be seen to be believed – in a church!  The village, about a mile away, is also 

very picturesque with an attractive social club hosting quizzes, bingo, etc, and seasonal events such as 

fireworks and hallowe’en nights.  The village sign is double sided, showing several different scenes and 

there is also a statue of Baden-Powell and a milestone dated 1764. 

Another notable stopping-off place was the church at West Newton.  The Queen became President of the 

Sandringham and West Newton Women’s Institute branch in 2003 and photos can be seen of her during 

some of her visits there.  Throughout the week of our visit, some churches were holding special memorial 

services and West Newton was hosting a Remembrance Service of the Queen for the Church of England 

Primary School there on 16 September. 

I would have liked to have seen William and Kate when they visited Sandringham on the Thursday.  TV 

coverage showed them admiring the many tributes and chatting to well-wishers and mourners.  However I 

am glad to have been able to experience Sandringham at such a poignant and historical time. (I would have 

found the London crowds far too much to cope with!) 

Uncertainties lie ahead – a new Monarch, a new Prime Minister, a new academic year, new lifestyles for 

some.  I am so grateful that amidst so many changes, God’s love is a constant that we can rely on!  I think 

back to the Queen’s Christmas message in 2002 when she said: ‘I know just how much I rely on my faith 

to guide me through the good times and the bad…I draw strength from the message of hope in the 

Christian Gospel’. 

          Marion Burdett 
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MOVING STORIES 
___________________________________________ 

Supporting | our global partners | FAIRTRADE EDITION 

Facts ‘n Figures on Fairtrade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for Fairtrade 

God of Abundance, help our church to 
support Fairtrade. Put into leadership 
business leaders with a conscience. 
Help them place people before profit. 
 

We pray for Fairtrade across the world 
but especially in Zimbabwe, 
Bangladesh, and Israel and Palestine. 

 
Amen. 

 

UK Retailers commit to Fairtrade 

Commitment for Life supports The Fairtrade Foundation who 

work in partnership with 1.9 million farmers and workers globally 
to address the root causes of poverty. The good news is that 
more UK retailers are committed to Fairtrade. “It is inspiring to 

see that public trust in, and preference for, Fairtrade is at its 
highest ever,” says Michael Gidney, chief Executive of Fairtrade 

Foundation. 

Lidl is the biggest buyer of Fairtrade cocoa. It rolled out its ‘Way 2 

Go’ chocolate across 400 stores. Aldi launched the Choco 
Changer, a new chocolate bar that commits to Fairtrade’s Living 
Income Reference Price for cocoa. Aldi also provides 

opportunities for flower farm workers in Ethiopia to meet 
objectives on gender equity. Other Fairtrade cocoa conversions 

were made by SPAR. It introduced three new products on trial. 
Proper, building on their brand commitment as the ‘only Fairtrade 

sweet popcorn’ introduced two new Proper Chocolate Popcorn 
bars, while Asda launched a new FSI cocoa chocolate bar. 100 
percent Fairtrade brand Tony’s Chocolonely also launched in 

major retailers in 2021. 

Since 2005, Greggs has sourced Fairtrade coffee beans for all its 

coffee products. It has since added bananas, apple juice, orange 
juice, sugar sticks, sugar syrup, hot chocolate, black tea, mint 
tea, and green tea as part of its Fairtrade commitments. In 

August 2021, Greggs announced a switch to using only Fairtrade 
chocolate in its own products, which include Milk Chocolate 

Cookies, Caramel Shortbread and Chocolate Brownies. 

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 27th Feb – 12th Mar 2023 

https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/get-involved/Current-campaigns/Fairtrade-Fortnight-/ 
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1
st

 Enfield Boys’ Brigade 

October 2022   As we start our 135
th
 session we have about a dozen or so Anchor Boys and 

Junior Section (under 11 years old) regularly attending on a Monday evening. Our enrolment 

service on the 10
th
 October was a success and in the regular programme boys enjoy a variety 

of games, craft activities, work towards badges and have some Christian themed stories / 

opening talks.  Our Company Section (over 11 years) remain few in number and continue to 

regularly meet in conjunction with the 3
rd

 Enfield BB at Christ Church, where the joint numbers 

help offer the boys a more varied programme of activities.   

The 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Enfield meeting together may seem strange to some who remember the great 

rivalries between these two companies in many competitions in the past. However, simply 

reading the 1
st
 Enfield archives that stretch back well over 100 years you soon discover that, 

whilst rare, this is nothing new and the 1
st
 have met with the 3

rd
, and the 3

rd
 with the 1

st
 on other 

occasions many years ago.  

It is these same BB archives, together with national Census records and the Commonwealth 

War Graves Commission web site that have helped to piece together a little about past 

members of the 1
st
 Enfield BB Company and the Lancaster Road Church community who were 

called to serve their country in times of war and never returned. 

Remembrance Day.  In preparation for Remembrance Day we would like to share a little about 

three more of our old boys, just ordinary boys who grew up in the roads that we live in and pass 

through regularly, but who happened to find themselves in extraordinary circumstances and 

paid the ultimate sacrifice: 

Les Spence. Les was born on 29
th
 January 1915 and lived in Rosemary Avenue. Les was in 

the 1
st
 Enfield from 1929 to 1932 and was a private. Company records show that in April 1931 

Les won the 1
st
 Enfield Company sports high jump (clearing 4ft 9inch) and he also won the 

Long Jump (clearing 16ft 6inch).  In June that same year Les represented the 1
st
 Enfield in the 

Battalion sports. Les took part in our winning relay team and he was joint first in the Battalion 

High Jump and second in throwing the cricket ball, helping the 1
st
 Enfield to overall victory.  

Also in June 1931, Les was the 1
st
 Enfield Billiards champion, and in 1932 Les was involved 

with our football team. 

 

After leaving the 1
st
 Enfield we know that Les got married to Doris and had moved out of 

Enfield. During the war, Les was a Sergeant in the Royal Artillery and sent to fight in the Far 

East, and later this is where the Japanese took Les as a prisoner of war.  Les was being 

transported (probably to a forced labour camp) on the Japanese cargo ship SS Suez Maru 

(also known as one of the “hell ships” due to the inhumane conditions that the prisoners on-

board suffered).  On 28 November 1943 the SS Suez Maru, being recognised as a Japanese 

vessel, was torpedoed and sunk by a US Submarine. Les was one of nearly 550 British and 

Dutch prisoners who lost their lives in the sinking and its immediate aftermath where the 

Japanese only attempted to rescue the Japanese crew that survived the initial sinking.  

 

Les was 28 years of age at the time of his death.  His name is included on the Singapore 

Memorial. 

 

Jack Usherwood . Jack was born on the 10
th
 October 1918 and lived in Lynn Street. Jack was 

in the 1
st
 Enfield from 1930 to 1931 and was a private.  We have very few references to Jack in 

our archives but we do know that he took part in our 1931 Gymnastics competition (Junior age 

group).    
Continued on page 9 
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During the early stages of World War 2 the German Army overran France.  Some of the French 

Navy escaped, and after negotiations joined with Britain to continue their fight to free their 

country alongside of the Royal Navy.  One such French Navy vessel fighting alongside of the 

British was the French submarine Protee. The Protee operated in the Mediterranean Sea with 

three Royal Naval officers added to its French crew for liaison purposes, these including Royal 

Navy Leading Signalman Jack Usherwood from Lynn Street Enfield. 

 

On 18
th
 December 1943 the Protee was patrolling the waters near Marseilles, but soon after all 

communications ceased and never regained.  The submarine was presumed lost without trace.  

Jack’s name is on the Chatham Naval Memorial for those sailors with no known grave.  Jack was 

25 years of age. 

 

In 1995 divers found a wreck in the Mediterranean Sea near Marseilles. Investigations later 

identified this wreck as the Protee.  Inspections indicate that the Protee had most likely hit a mine 

and sank.  The site is now a war memorial 

 

Will Nettleton.  Will was born on the 21
st
 August 1912 and lived in Brigadier Hill.  Will was in the 

1
st
 Enfield between 1926 and 1928 and was a private.  During his time in the 1

st
 Enfield Will was 

a member of our Indian Clubs team at the 1927 Royal Albert Hall Display.  Will was also a 

member of our 1928 Colours drill winning team and also in 1928 Will did well in the Company 

sports individually coming second in both throwing the cricket ball and high jump, and Will was 

also a member of the winning relay team. 

 

When the war came, Will became a Pilot Officer / Navigator in the Royal Air force Volunteer 

Reserve. Will died in action in February 1944 aged 31 years, and is buried at Bath (Haycombe) 

Cemetery alongside nearly 300 other RAF personnel serving in Coastal Command who were 

stationed in the South West of England. 

 

Please pray for all of those who gave so much that we could be free. 

 

Keith Goodwin (Lt 1
st
 Enfield Company) 

Continued from page 8 

Christmas is coming. 

As usual next month we will have a page or two for Christmas Greetings. The idea is to send your 

greetings to your friends in the church via the magazine and then donate the saving on cards to Crisis 

at Christmas.  There will be a collecting tin on the hymn book shelf in November and December for 

your donations or put it in a envelope marked Crisis in the collection bag on a Sunday. If possible the 

best way to send your greetings is via email to editor@lancaster-road-urc.org.uk or jot on a piece of 

paper and give to Jim by November 29th.                                         

Many thanks, Jim 
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Lights of Love is an opportunity where we 
invite the local community to remember those 
they love by making a dedication to those who 
have, or still do, light up their life. Dedications 
can be a fond memory, words of love or hopes 
for the future. Anything that brings people 
closer to their loved one/s. 

Each dedication we receive is added to the 
display in our centre on Baker Street, Enfield 
and in our dedication book. 

  

Our annual Lights of Love ceremony will be 
held outside Microsoft Enfield, 33 Genotin 
Road, Enfield on Wednesday 7th December 
2022 at 6:30pm. It will be a celebration of life 
and remembrance with readings, carols and 
the lighting of the Christmas Tree.  All are 
welcome to attend and we invite everyone to 
stay after the ceremony for mince pies and 
mulled wine. 

 

 We have now been in Fiji for almost six months, arriving here at the beginning of April 2022.  

Melanie has been working as the Director of the Women’s Centre at Pacific Theological College (“PTC”) 

and is therefore a member of the Faculty team at the college. This has meant being involved in the 

decision making at PTC and she has been continually told by the Principal that she is the Director of 

the Women’s Centre and therefore decisions about the Centre are down to her.  

She is very much on her own at present as there are no support staff working with Melanie and she is 

having to lead training courses for those women that wish to enrol on these courses and has been 

tasked with writing and developing new courses for the new academic year (starting in January 2023) 

and also in planning for the transition of the college into University status by 2024/5 (an ambitious 

proposal).  

The Women’s Centre is a hexagonal building with about seven rooms coming off a central core but has 

lacked attention in recent years and is in need of a facelift. We have obtained a quote for installing 

solar panels on the roof of the centre (in the region of £30,000) and are together trying to work out 

how best to make the Centre into a place which feels homely and welcoming for those who come to 

use it.  

Melanie and I have delivered seven safeguarding training sessions for all staff and students to attend 

in the Centre over the (UK) summer months (winter months here in Fiji, but little drop in temperature) 

as we have found the policies that exist to be light when compared with what we are used to working 

with in the UK. Those attending these, and those attending the teaching sessions Melanie has been 

running, though few in number, have been most appreciative of the training.  

 

https://www.nightingalesupport.org.uk/product/lights-of-love/
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In addition to managing the Women’s Centre, Melanie has responsibility for the kindergarten on site. 

This brings with it responsibility for the three staff employed there, and the (at present) 29 children 

who are enrolled (some full-time, some part-time).  

We both feel that we have made a useful contribution to the kindergarten as Melanie has been able 

to be supportive to the staff and helped provide a steer for their activities, which they have felt they 

have lacked. We have been particularly encouraged by their willingness to accept training.  

In addition we have together worked on getting grant support for the kindergarten which has meant 

that they have been able to go on outings for the first time in about eight years, been supplied with 

new equipment and managed to get removed antiquated play equipment which had rusted in the 

grounds of the kindergarten.  

We have received support from the local Rotary Club who have also supplied books and equipment 

through links that Melanie made with the Rotary Club in New Zealand.  

Mark found the first few weeks in Fiji at the college to be difficult for him, as the job of Marketing and 

Fundraising Officer was ill-defined, in addition to which key staff who were  

in supporting roles alongside him were, for good reason, not present for long periods. This meant 

that getting a good understanding of what was expected of him in this new role was difficult.  

However, things have now changed and alongside developing marketing material and applying for 

funds from donors and potential donors to the college, PTC has realised that Mark’s previous 

experience in Property Management and ministry are useful assets that can be utilised, especially 

when the college, in its planning to transition to University status has plans for its buildings and 

estate.  

This has meant that, if anything, Mark is now over-involved in some areas and will need to review his 

priorities in the coming months.  

Mark was able, with the generous support of the Council for World Mission, to attend the World 

Council of Churches Assembly in Germany at the end of August/beginning of September to help 

promote PTC and its programmes.  

This has opened doors to many connections with others all over the world which we hope will help 

the college in the future.  

URC Assistance  

We both richly value your prayers for us, as living here in Pasifika is quite different to the UK.  

We have settled in to worshipping at the Presbyterian Church in Suva, where the minister is 

Canadian and the congregation very mixed with attendees from several Pacific Islands and from 

Korea, 80% of whom are either students or involved in the educational community in Suva.  

We do not, however, yet feel very well connected with the church scene in Suva and would value 

your praying for a way in to enable us to share more with the Christian community.  

We also find ourselves working in a college that is seeking to de-colonise theology, and be an agency 

for leadership for justice, but we find PTC to be a place that is heavily reliant on any overseas 

funding that it can obtain in order to operate (so still dominated by “western” church involvement, 

sadly) and also a place where we feel there is injustice present in some of the actions and activities 

and modes of operating that take place in the college which we feel we do need to gently and slowly 

challenge.  

For example, the women on site are very much still expected to do what are seen as “women’s 

tasks”, for which they are thanked gratefully and genuinely …but they do not really have a choice 

about whether they do these things or not! For a college that runs a course on gender justice and is 

looking to shortly run a Masters in Gender Justice this feels awkward at the very least.  

Having said all of the above we would be delighted if the Synod could give some kind of financial 

support to assist us in the work we are doing.  
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Ideally, helping to provide some administrative support for Melanie in her role (it would cost less than 

£5,000 per annum to provide this) would be very welcome at present. On Mark’s side of things, he is 

looking for sponsorship of students by way of scholarships, but this is more expensive and is a long 

term commitment (Bachelor degrees take three years, Masters two – the Bachelor degree for a 

student from Pasifika would cost around £10,000 over three years). However, books are very 

expensive for students and the kindergarten (and for us!) here in Pasifika so it may be that a small 

fund that could be made available to provide additional support for the relatively small book grants 

that the students receive from their churches could be very helpful if it was put at our disposal to 

utilise.  

There will always also be building works to be undertaken but, for now, we share with you some of 

the things that are in front of us here in Pasifika as we move forward in our new work as partners in 

mission.  

We are looking forward to being able to spend Christmas and the New Year in Australia with our 

eldest son, daughter-in-law and two grandchildren after the second semester finishes in November 

and graduation takes place.  

Thank you for your support and encouragement.  

Rev Mark Meatcher & Rev Melanie Smith  

Partners in Mission  

Council for World Mission  

Based at Pacific Theological College, Suva, Fiji Islands.  

Christmas Wreaths 

Our daughter, Susan, who has been studying floral design wonders if anyone is interested in purchasing a 

Christmas Wreath? The cost will be £35. 

Contact Mary or Terry Dawson for further information 

Emelia Loomes receiving her ’Good Attendance’ 

prize from Chris Marlow, YPCF leader on Sunday 9th  

October. 

WELL DONE!!! 
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November 2022 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 1 
Bible Study in 

the Church 

Lounge  at  

8:15 pm 

Mending 

Fractured 

Relationships 

(Philemon) 

2 
Food Hub 

10:00 until 

12 noon 

Church 

Members 

Meeting in 

the Small 

Hall 

7:30 pm 

3 4 
Coffee 

morning in 

the Church 

10-12 

5 
Craft Fayre 

In the Large 

Hall 

1 to 4pm 

6 
Morning 

Service  11:15 

 

7 
Toddlers and 

Parents 

Small Hall 

1 to 2:30 pm 

8 
 

9 
Food Hub 

10:00 until 

12 noon 

Bible Study, 

Church  9:45 

10 11 
Coffee 

morning in 

the Church 

10-12 

12 
5th Enfield 

Guides 

Quiz Evening 

Large Hall    

7 for 7:30 

13 
Morning 

Service  11:15 

14 
Toddlers and 

Parents 

Small Hall 

1 to 2:30 pm 

15 
Bible Study in 

the Church 

Lounge at  

8:15 pm 

Advent: To Us a 

Child is Born 

(Isaiah's 

Prophecy)  

16 
Food Hub 

10:00 until 

12 noon 

 

17 18 
Coffee 

morning in 

the Church 

10-12 

19 
Ben and 

Friends  

Large Hall 

6:30 pm 

20 
Morning 

Service  11:15 

At Christ 

Church 

Evening 

Service 6:30 

 

21 
Toddlers and 

Parents 

Small Hall 

1 to 2:30 pm 

22 
 

23 
Food Hub 

10:00 until 

12 noon 

Bible Study, 

Church 

24 25 
Coffee 

morning in 

the Church 

10-12 

 

26                                                                                                                           27 
Morning 

Service  11:15 

28 
Toddlers and 

Parents 

Small Hall 

1 to 2:30 pm 

29 
Bible Study in 

the Church 

Lounge at  

8:15 pm 

Advent: Waiting 
and Hoping 
(Zechariah and 
the Angel) 

30 
Food Hub 

10:00 until 

12 noon 
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2022 NOVEMBER PRAYER DIARY 

   

Tues. 1st Pray for all who have birthdays or anniversaries this month. 

Wed. 2nd Pray for the Church family that they will look after each other and any who are vulnerable.  

Thur. 3rd Pray for the 5th Brownies meeting this evening. 

Fri. 4th Pray for the young Iranians protesting to live without restrictions. 

Sat. 5th 
Pray for all who pack a shoebox, either personally or online, to be sent to needy children around the 
world. 

Sun. 6th Pray for all who are taking services today that they will feel God's guiding hand. 

Mon. 7th 
Pray for the public who answered the NHS alert for more blood donors and those thinking about giv-
ing. 

Tues. 8th Pray for the evening Bible Discovery Group in the Church. 

Wed. 9th Pray for the residents of Elsyng House and all those who work there taking care of them. 

Thur. 10th WORLD IMMUNIZATION DAY.  Pray that all people will be vaccinated when the opportunity arises. 

Fri. 11th ST. MARTIN'S DAY AND ARMESTICE DAY.  Pray for peace worldwide 

Sat. 12th WORLD PNEUMONIA DAY.  Pray that this disease will soon be eradicated. 

Sun. 13th REMEMBRANCE DAY.  Remember all those killed in wars past and present. 

Mon. 14th Pray for the Boy's Brigade meeting tonight. 

Tues. 15th 
ST.MACHUTUS' DAY.  Pray for Christian children that they will go on to become helpers in their 
Churches. 

Wed. 16th ROAD SAFETY WEEK.  Pray that folk will be brought together to make travelling safer. 

Thur. 17th Pray for the 11th Guides meeting this evening. 

Fri. 18th Pray for those struggling to pay the bills now they have gone up so much and having to decide be-
tween eating or heating. 

Sat. 19th Pray for the Homeless Suppers, those who work hard to feed the people who attend. 

Sun. 20th ST. EDMUND'S DAY.  Pray for all who have died to save others and still do die doing their jobs. 

Mon. 21st Pray for those who work for Age Concern, Citizens Advice and Enfield Churches Debt Centre. 

Tues. 22nd ST. CECILIA'S DAY.  Pray for all who can play an instrument and make music that pleases people. 

Wed. 23rd Pray for the morning Bible Study in Church. 

Thur. 24th Pray for charity shops that they will get enough donations for people to find something they need. 

Fri. 25th Pray for the 5th Guides and Rangers meeting this evening. 

Sat. 26th Pray for our Government and new Prime Minister after the turmoil of the last few weeks.  

Sun. 27th ADVENT SUNDAY.  Pray for hope in the world as we begin to think of Jesus coming to earth. 

Mon. 28th A baby Bison has been born in UK for 1000's of years.  Pray that there will be more born. 

Tues. 29th Pray for the folk trying to discover why 1000's of crabs were washed up on Tanzanian Islands. 

Wed. 30th Pray for the residents and the folk who use the hall in Armfield Road. 


